
2009 Western Wisconsin District Convention 
June 8-9 • Luther Prep School, Watertown, WI 

 

Monday, June 8 

 

9:00a Conference attendees gathered for worship in the LPS chapel. President 
Matthew crass preached on 1 Timothy 1:14-17 under the theme: Christ’s 
Love: Our Calling.” 

 
10:30a President Herb Prahl called the conference to order and welcomed all 

attendees. One of the purposes of the conference is to consider the positive 
aspects of the doctrine of church fellowship. 

 
10:35a Synod President Mark Schroeder spoke to the conference. The Lord of the 

Church is ruling and guiding all things for the good of his Church and the 
gospel. He knows what he is doing and has a plan for us. In his own way 
and his own time he will open opportunities to us. He will come again. In 
the end he wins. God has not changed. He is still gracious. We have not 
changed. We are still his forgiven children. The only thing that has 
changed is the financial landscape of our nation and the world. President 
Schroeder encouraged us to recommit ourselves to defending and 
proclaiming the truth, to seizing the opportunities that the Lord places 
before us, to training young people for full-time gospel ministry, and to an 
aggressive program of gospel outreach. Synod is working hard to improve 
communication to its constituents. Many improvements have already been 
made in this area. 

 
10:51a Mr. Todd Poppe, the WELS CFO, gave a PowerPoint presentation on 

synod financials. CMO has declined significantly for a variety of reasons. 
Overall synod ministry is being decreased by about 25%. He thanked the 
group for the prayers and hard work. 

 
11:25a Professor Mark Paustian began the presentation of his paper entitled 

“Church Fellowship – Expressing it in Positive Ways.” 
 
12:00p Break for lunch. Conference will reconvene at 1:30p. 
 
1:30p Conference reconvened with the afternoon devotion led by Pastor Joel 

Suckow of Northland Lutheran High School. The devotion was based on 
Ephesians 5:25b-27. 

 
1:49p Pastor Herb Prahl gave the district president’s report. Call day was 

wonderful but it was tough to not assign everybody.  
 
2:08p John Tappe spoke on behalf of the Synodical Council. 
 



2:21p Pastor Paustian resumed the presentation of his paper. After discussion the 
paper was accepted with thanks expressed by a warm round of applause. 

 
4:18p Pastor Dan Koelpin reported on behalf of the Board for World Missions. 

In 1997 we had 74 world missionaries. With cuts this number will most 
likely be lowered to 30. In spite of financial cuts much good and exciting 
gospel work is going on. 

 
4:28p Pastor Pieter Reid, missionary to Indonesia, gave some highlights of the 

gospel work in that foreign nation. Nine years ago there were 300 
members in this church. Now there are over 1,300. The church is not just 
growing numerically but also spiritually. 

 
4:34p Various district BPS reports were given. Pastor Steve Schmeling reported 

on behalf of Youth Discipleship. Many resources are available to 
congregational leaders for youth work. Pastor Rich Lehmann reported on 
behalf of the district Worship Committee. The Planning Christian Worship 
Manual for the Supplement is almost done. Pastor Paul Waldschmidt 
reported on behalf of Adult Discipleship. Joe Fricke reported on behalf of 
the Evangelism Commission. An evangelism toolbox DVD is available for 
purchase. John Unnasch reported on behalf of special ministries. 

 
4:55p The conference adjourned for supper. 
 
 

Tuesday, June 10 
 
8:00a Conference was called to order with a devotion by Pastor Jon Bilitz from 

Luther High in Onalaska. 
 
8:16a President Matt Crass gave the Ministerial Education report. Enrollment 

numbers are remaining steady at MLC and MLS. There is a slight increase 
in enrollment expected at LPS. The numbers are projected to decline over 
the next several years at WLS. Staffing cuts are being carried out at all the 
schools do to the reduction in the synodical budget. 

 
 He also reported on behalf of LPS. Roughly 25% of the MLC student 

body come from LPS, including about 40% of the men in the pastor track. 
 
8:22a Pastor John Braun and Teacher Eric Ziel reported on behalf the Ad Hoc 

Commission. He made four main points: 
 

1. Each church has the responsibility to support the work of synod 
through CMO. 

2. The purpose of our synod is to do together what we cannot do as 
individual congregations. 



3. A new approach is needed – a cooperative team approach to 
strengthening congregations. 

4. A four year synod-wide study is recommended. 
a. Year 1: Efficacy of the means of grace 
b. Year 2: Vocation, church, ministry 
c. Year 3: Care of souls 
d. Year 4: The sacramental life 

 
The presentation was discussed. The conference thanked the Ad Hoc 
Commission for its work.  

 
10:18a  Pastor Keith Free reported on behalf of the District Mission Board. 
 
10:26a  Rapid Reports were given. 
 
10:45a  A motion was made and passed to thank LPS for hosting. 
 
10:46a  The conference offering was $1400.00. A motion was made and passed to 
  use this offering for the Year of Jubilee. 
 
10:48a  A motion was made and passed to adjourn conference. 
 
10:50a Pastor Don Schultz of Lakeside Lutheran High School gave the closing 

devotion. 
 
Attendance:  376 registered / 334 attended / 48 excused 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pastor Daniel Sims 
District Secretary 


