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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

Loving and serving Him,

Rev. Mark Luetzow, President

It’s hard to imagine that something so small could bring so much distress.  A microscopic 
virus has literally closed countries, single-handedly vanquished billions of dollars of personal 
wealth, and, even more tragically, ended thousands of lives.  As we turned the calendar from 
2019 to 2020 COVID-19 was a few isolated cases of suspected pneumonia in Wuhan, China.  
Today it is a worldwide pandemic that has held our world hostage for the past few months.  

Throughout the course of human history there have been pandemics that have ravaged 
the people of this world.  The Plague of Justinian (541 A.D.) claimed approximately 10,000 
lives per day, eventually totaling 25 million people.  The Black Death of the late middle ages 
claimed as many as 50 million people.  The Third Pandemic erupted in the mid 19th century 

and eventually claimed 15 million lives over the next several decades mainly affecting the countries of China and India.  
Our world is not immune to tragedy, nor the fear that comes with it.  

When your mind races with fearful thoughts about health, finances, and future, remember these inspired words from King 
David: 

The Lord is my light and my salvation
    whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life
    of whom shall I be afraid?  (Psalm 27:1)

When confronted with the reality that evil men were advancing against him seeking to “devour his flesh”, David found 
comfort in the truth that his life remained secure in the stronghold of the Lord’s almighty arms.  Though outward appearances 
may have looked bleak and evil men desired his lifeblood, he had nothing and no one to fear because the LORD was his 
salvation. 

Has anything changed in 3,000 years?  That which threatens our life may look different, from violent sword-wielding 
soldiers to a microscopic virus, but our Protector is still the same.  Our security is not in sanitizing solutions that are 99.9% 
effective, but in the blood of our Savior that cleanses 100% of our sins.  Our salvation still rests in him and he remains the 
stronghold of my life - of whom shall I be afraid?.  

COVID-19
UPDATE

Over 200 people gathered on a Sunday in February for an evening of 
fun and philanthropy.  The highlight of the evening was when one MLS 
family received a phone call from President Luetzow informing them that 
their child’s 2020-21 tuition was paid in full by donations from the 200 
participants that evening!  It was an emotional moment that was seen in 
the teary eyes of many present.  That moment captures the purpose of 
the MLS Foundation.  Visit www.mls-foundation.org for more information.
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I thank God every time I remember you. In 
all my prayers for all of you, I always pray 
with joy because of your partnership in the 
gospel from the first day until now.

Philippians 1:3-5

It all happened so quickly.  On Thursday, March 12, in her 11 pm press conference, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer made the 
announcement that all Michigan K-12 schools, public and private, were to close their doors to help curtail the spread of 
COVID-19.  By Friday afternoon, all of our students were departing campus with clear instructions to prepare for on-line 
instruction during this mandated closure.  

On Monday and Tuesday, the MLS faculty worked to take all of their instruction 
on-line.  On Wednesday we went “live” with virtual learning.  Through technology 
tools like Google Meet, Google Classroom, Schoology, Flipgrid and Screencastify, 
professors have been busy transitioning from face-to-face instruction to a virtual 
learning model.  It has not been seamless, but it is a continuation of Christ-
centered instruction that is preparing the next generation of gospel ministers for 
work in the harvest fields.  

We are following the Governor’s update 
mandate to ‘shelter-in-place’ until April 30 with 
the firm expectation that date will be extended.  
Michigan schools have already been informed 
that school buildings will remain closed for the 
remainder of the year.  While we were hoping 
this would not be our new reality, we are 
prepared to continue with distance learning 
for the remainder of the school year.             

While it all happened so quickly, we are continually impressed by our students’ cooperation and resilience in these changing 
times.  While most of their peers in the public school are enjoying days away from instruction, our students have risen to the 
challenge of adapting to on-line instruction and are continuing their preparation for ministry.  It is just another reason why 
we are blessed to belong to the MLS Family.

TAKING LEARNING ONLINE

Faculty practicing social distancing

With the blessings of our Governing Board and synod leadership, MLS 
recently submitted an application to participate in the Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) offered by the Small Business Administration.  As part of the 
CARES Act, this loan opportunity was created as an effort to help businesses 
keep their workers employed during the Coronavirus (COVID-19) crisis.  
As long as the money received from the program is used to maintain our 
previous workforce levels, the loan will be fully forgiven.

Throughout the state-mandated closure of our school building, MLS has retained all our staff – continuing to provide 
them their regular rates of pay and benefit levels whether they were able to continue working from home or not.  Lack 
of the usual revenues received from such sources as room and board, cafeteria sales, and summer camps would have 
made this difficult to endure financially.  Pursuing the funding offered through the PPP was viewed as an opportunity to 
continue supporting our staff even in these times of uncertainty and lost revenues.

With much help from the WELS accounting team, our PPP application was submitted on April 7 and we received 
approval the following day.  The loan proceeds are expected to be received at the school by the end of April.  Please 
join us in thanking God as he continues to provide for his loved ones!

“I think on-line learning is going really well. I 
think I speak for all the students when I say 
that we never thought this would happen, 

but the professors are definitely encouraging 
us to stay positive. I miss seeing my friends 

and teachers everyday, but I’m thankful 
to the school for providing us with on-line 

education so we can still graduate.” Taylor Johnson 
Class of 2020 Salutatorian


